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A Companion’s Companion

This is a guide for all Companions. It is based on the Constitution, rituals, customs, etiquette, and traditions of Royal
Arch Masonry throughout New Brunswick. Some parts of this are not compulsory, but conformity ensures uniformity in
our business, rites, and ceremonies.

There is no record that prior to 1717 Freemasonry consisted of more than one degree. The Second and Third Degrees
were introduced between 1725 and 1730, when the Hiram Abif legend was adopted (however, the Statutes, issued at
Kilwinning, Scotland in 1598, describe three degrees). During this period, the ritual and symbolism was developed,
which has resulted in the Freemasonry of today.

The central idea of the entire system of Freemasonry is a loss and a recovery (symbolizing many dualisms such as death
and resurrection, the ending of the present and the beginning of a future life, darkness and light etc). There is
considerable evidence that the TRUE WORD was at one time communicated in the Third degree, but when the legend of
Hiram was introduced, it became necessary to delete the TRUE WORD from that degree, since its loss is part of that
legend. Itisinconceivable to have a “loss” without a “recovery, so an additional degree came into being and the Grand
Lodge of England, from which all Masonic Authority is derived, declares that Ancient Craft Masonry shall consist of three
degrees: Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason together with the Holy Royal Arch. They are still so
conferred in England.

The Royal Arch is the perfection and consummation of the Third Degree; the completion of the Master Mason’s
education. The degrees of the Chapter are not higher degrees; they amplify those of the Lodge by giving an historical
background and adding to the allegory. By becoming Royal Arch Masons, we are expanding our Masonic knowledge,
continuing our journeys, and receiving that which has been long sought. It is the culmination of Masonry.

OFFICER SELECTION - The standing and accomplishments of a Chapter are dependent upon the officers it selects to
govern. The selection of all officers, whether by election or by appointment should be based upon high character,
enthusiasm for Royal Arch Masonry and a willingness to serve combined with the ability to perform. A conscientious
discharge of duties, regular and prompt attendance, as well as ability and seniority, ought to be the qualifications for
promotion.

OFFICER DUTIES - The duties of each office are set forth in the Constitution, the Ritual of Ceremonies, and this Guide for
Protocol. Officers should be able to complete the Opening and Closing Ritual of the RAM Chapter by memory. Each
officer should be proficient in the ritual and versed in the duties of his office and the efficient functioning of a Chapter.
If an officer finds that he will be unable to attend a meeting, he should immediately advise the First Principal or the
Scribe Ezra so that a substitute can be arranged. It is a good practice for the absent Officer to arrange his own
substitute. Chapters with well-informed and dedicated Officers tend to have a better attendance, are stronger and
successful. An Officer is more comfortable in his Office when he knows what is expected of him. As he progresses
through the Chairs, he should improve his ability to meet people, observe the protocol and present good ritual work as
well as develop skills to lead the Chapter in all its ventures.

e The Excellent First Principal/Excellent Zerubbabel — You have a great deal of authority and responsibility. From

your decision there can be no appeal except through a decision from the Grand Chapter.

o Although you are the leader of the Three Principals, you should seek to reach a mutual agreement with
them and preside with dignity, decorum and harmony. Be fair and impartial in your judgement. Before
the meetings you should try to greet all the visitors and make them feel welcome.

Open your Chapter on time. Consult with your Scribe Ezra as to the outline of your business meeting.
Use your gavel to conduct the business of the Chapter.
o The Sceptre is only to be used during Ritual and the opening and closing ceremony.




o Only a First Grand Principal (or designated Grand Officer) can open or close a Chapter in “Ample form”,
all others are closed in “Due form”.

o You should realize the importance of practice and holding practices when necessary. Through practice
your Officers will gain self-confidence, which makes any ritual move in a dignified and efficient manner.

o Keep your meetings moving forward and avoid unnecessary disruptions. Involve the Companions of
your Chapter.

o The First Principal should preside over the degrees administered, although some Chapters have Degree-
Teams that do this.

o The First Principal should administer the obligation in each degree and present the Companion Jewel to
the new RAM Companions.

o A Past Zshould be designated to deliver the Mystical Lecture/Pedestal Lecture during this degree.

The Excellent Second Principal/Excellent Haggai — In some Chapters you are the WM in the MEM Degree.

o Thisis the year you should be observing the duties of the First Principal and the running of the Chapter
and developing your ideas of how to lead the Chapter during your year.

o You should present the Apron and Sash to the new RAM Companions and deliver the Symbolic Lecture
during that degree.

The Excellent Third Principal/Excellent Joshua — In some Chapters you are the WM in the MMM Degree.

o You should commit to memory the opening and closing prayers for Chapter.

o During the HRA degree you should present the Staff of Judah to the new RAM Companions as well as
deliver the Historical Lecture.

Immediate Past First Principal/Immediate Past Zerubbabel — Some Chapters do not fill this Office, but all past
Zerubbabel’s should assist the current Officers and direction of the Chapter whenever required.

o They should be used when necessary to Chair a meeting in the absence of an Officer.

o A Past First Principal should be one of the signing Officers of the Chapter.

Treasurer — You should be one of the signing Officers of your Chapter, encouraging wise investments, yearly
budgets and ensuring that your Cash Book is up to date and always available for review and examination by your
financial reviewers, auditors, and the Grand District Superintendent.

Scribe Ezra — You could be considered the most important officer when it comes to the continuity of your
Chapter. Your general duties are listed in the Constitution and Ritual, however some of your more important
duties are detailed thusly:

o Many forms you may require are found in the Appendices of the Constitution. These should be
reformatted and printed as required.

o You are responsible to complete the Annual Return for your Chapter and submit it to the Grand Scribe
Ezra by May 15 to ensure its receipt and appropriate review prior to the Grand Chapter Convocation on
the third Saturday of June. Ensure that your synopsis of members is correct and matches your records
and what it should be based on the Annual Return from the previous year. This same can be said for the
Per Capita computations and submitted fees for your Chapter.

o ltis your duty to submit the names of your newest Royal Arch Companions to Grand Chapter as soon as
possible to ensure that their Companion Certificates are prepared in a timely manner. These should be
presented in Open Chapter and should be signed by the new Companion in your presence. If the
Companion has left the District, the Certificate should be forwarded to another Chapter for the proper
delivery.

o As Scribe Ezra, you should be the most familiar with the membership and you should make note of all
visitors and ensure they are properly acknowledged.

Scribe Nehemiah — You are to assist the Scribe Ezra in admitting the Companions into Chapter before the arrival
of the Council and in the preparation of the Chapter for the meeting. In his absence, you should perform his
duties as secretary. Your ritual duties in the RAM Degree are significant and should be practiced.

Principal Sojourner — This is a very important office in the Chapter.




o You report all alarms to the First Principal and prepare and conduct all candidates through their degrees.
o Your ability to memorize and be comfortable with the floorwork and the speaking parts of the degrees
sets the tone for each candidate’s masonic experience.

o You are the SD in Lodges of MMMs and MEMs.
Senior Sojourner — You are to report all alarms to the PS and open the door for entrances and withdrawals. You
are the JD in Lodges of MMMs and MEM:s.
Junior Sojourner — You are to see that the Chapter is properly guarded and report accordingly. In Lodges of
MMMs and MEMs, you are the Inner Guard.
Masters of the Veils — You only have duties in the HRA Degree here in New Brunswick. Some Chapters change
the Veils every year, others designate a degree team member. Regardless, you should memorize your speech
and be familiar with your sign and colour.

Master of the First Veil — Blue — Casting the rod upon the ground — Tribe of Dan

Master of the Second Veil — Purple — The leprous hand — Tribe of Rueben

Master of the Third Veil — Scarlet — Pouring water on dry land — Tribe of Ephraim

Master of the Fourth Veil — White — The Signet of Truth — Tribe of Judah
Director of Ceremonies — Many Chapters fill this office with a Past Zerubbabel or older member who is
comfortable with the perambulations about the Chapter and presenting Companions. Many times, it is this
Officer who will ensure that visiting Grand Chapter Officers are introduced, received and accommodated
properly.
Outer Guard — This officer must ensure that all members and visitors have signed the attendance book.

o During a degree, you should ensure that the candidates are comfortable and prepared before they are

handed over to the PS.

o You should be comfortable in the proper method of introducing visiting Companions.
Other Officers — Some Chapters designate a Historian to record notable events in the Chapter and an Education
Officer to prepare short talks and presentations.

TITLES — The general rule regarding titles of address is that every member of the HRA who has not held any office in the
Order is addressed as “Companion (C)”.

On being installed as the Z, H or J of a Chapter they are addressed as “Excellent Companion (EC)”.

Appointed officers in Grand Chapter are addressed as “Very Excellent Companion (VEC)”.

Elected officers in Grand Chapter are addressed as “Right Excellent Companion (REC)".

The First Grand Principal is addressed as “Most Excellent Companion (MEC)”.

These titles are retained permanently once achieved at the discretion of the Grand Chapter (they can be
removed in cases of un-masonic behavior).

When addressing Companions in Chapter by name, their last name should be employed along with their rank,
ex. “Companion Smith” or “Right Excellent Companion John Smith”. Using rank with the first name only is not
used.

Officers should be addressed by their office and the rank of that office, ex. “Companion Scribe Ezra”, or
“Excellent Second Principal” or “Excellent Zerubbabel”.

JEWELS AND REGALIA - All jewels should be worn on the left breast, not on the sash. On becoming RAMs, Companions
are entitled to wear the Companion Jewel they received.

Past and current Grand District Superintendents wear a triangular jewel befitting their rank.

Past and current First Principals/Zerubbabel wear a jewel in the shape of a crown denoting their position.
When there are multiple jewels worn, they should be placed from right to left in order of when they were
achieved, far left should be the Companion Jewel (see Section 125 of the Constitution).

Grand Chapter Officer jewels and regalia are kept with Grand Chapter (unless requested) although the current
and past First Grand Principals retain their own apron and collarette jewel.




Royal Arch Regalia may not be worn in public or in any public procession except by Dispensation from Grand
Chapter.

It would be bad form to wear Royal Arch Regalia at a Masonic Funeral and should be forbidden by any FGP.

VISITATION OF THE FIRST GRAND PRINCIPAL — The First Grand Principal must visit each Chapter at least once per year
and when visiting should not be kept waiting long in the ante room, but should be brought into Chapter without undue
delay, preferably before the commencement of business. Prior to this entry, the First Principal of the Chapter should
designate two Past GDS or Past Z to go out and will return with the First Grand Principal and his suite.

When the Grand Chapter suite is ready to enter, the Outer Guard will knock ** ** ** * 3nd when answered by
the Junior Sojourner will announce “THE MOST EXCELLENT FIRST GRAND PRINCIPAL OF THE GRAND CHAPTER
OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF NEW BRUNSWICK IS HERE TO VISIT THE CHAPTER.”. This will then be relayed to
the First Principal of the Chapter who will send out his designated escorts. When they are ready to enter, the
First Principal will raise the Chapter for the entrance of the FGP.
The First Grand Principal may choose to enter without a suite.
If the First Grand Principal is traveling with his Grand Director of Ceremonies, the GDC will advance into the
Chapter ahead of the FGP and two designated escorting past GDS or past Z. Following them will be any other
Grand Chapter Officers (past and current) who wish to enter as his suite. They will present themselves West of
the altar and the FGP is announced “EXCELLENT ZERRUBABEL, IT IS MY PLEASURE TO PRESENT TO YOU MOST
EXCELLENT COMPANION XXX, THE FIRST GRAND PRINCIPAL OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH
MASONS OF NEW BRUNSWICK, HERE MAKING HIS OFFICIAL VISIT TO XXX CHAPTER”. The First Principal should
then advance to the altar from the East, take the FGP in a firm grip of fellowship from the South side of the altar
and escort him to the East, where he should be offered a seat to the immediate right of the Second Principal.
The visiting Suite will stay lined up West of the Altar until they are properly acknowledged and addressed by the
FGP or First Principal. It is not necessary to have them escorted to seats.
The sequence and order of entry of the suite should be as follows:
o The Presenting Companion (Grand Director of Ceremonies or designated past GDS or Past Z of the
Chapter) with the FGP
o Visiting Companions
o Visiting Excellent First Principals of Sister Chapters
o Very Excellent Grand Officers as detailed in Section 45 of the Constitution (junior to senior in order
followed by past VECs if any)
o Right Excellent Grand Officers as detailed in Section 45 of the Constitution (junior to senior in order
followed by past RECs if any)
o Past Most Excellent First Grand Principals (junior to senior in order)
The First Principal will call upon the Grand Director of Ceremonies or designated past GDS or Z from the Chapter
to conduct Grand Honours.
Upon completion of Grand Honours and the FGP’s acknowledgement and introduction of the visiting suite (if
any), the First Principal will seat the Chapter.

GRAND HONOURS - Grand Honours is essentially a formal applause. It may be given in a Lodge of MMM or MEM but is
best done in a Chapter of RAM.

Grand Honours is given by clapping hands:

Right on Left, twice

Left on Right, twice

Right on Left, twice

Left on Right, once

Grand Honours is only to be given to the presiding FGP or on special occasions as expressed by Grand Chapter.




THE GRAND DISTRICT SUPERINTENDANT - The GDS ranks below all the elected Grand Chapter Officers and follows the
Grand Principal Sojourner in the order. This is an appointed position chosen at the discretion of the FGP and Grand
Chapter. In his District, however, he represents the authority of Grand Chapter and the FGP and is deemed to be the
senior officer present when making his visitations. When making an official visit to a Chapter, the sequence and order of
his entry is similar to that of the reception of the FGP.

VISIT OF THE GRAND DISTRICT SUPERINTENDANT - The GDS must make an official visit to each Chapter in his District at
least once per year in his two-year term.
e When the Grand Chapter suite is ready to enter, the Outer Guard will knock ** ** ** * and when answered by
the Junior Sojourner will announce “THE RIGHT EXCELLENT GRAND DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT IS HERE TO
VISIT THE CHAPTER.”. This will then be relayed to the First Principal of the Chapter who will raise the Chapter
for the entrance of the GDS.
e The GDS may choose to enter without a suite.
e The GDS may choose to enter as and with the other Companions. In either case, the GDS requires a proper
recognition of his presence and visit.
e One or two past GDS of the Chapter or Past Z should be appointed by the First Principal to present the GDS,
either by receiving him in the anteroom and escorting him in, or by escorting him from the sidelines.
e In either case, the First Principal will greet him and from the East and have him take a seat to the immediate
right of the Second Principal Haggai.
e Upon completion of the GDS’s acknowledgement and introduction of the visiting suite (if any), the First Principal
will seat the Chapter.

CHAPTER VISITS - Visitations between Companions from Sister Chapters are always welcomed and are a fundamental
part in ensuring that fellowship and support prevails throughout our jurisdiction.
e Special dispensation is not required for visitations.
e Proper recognition of these visitors is essential to ensure that they are welcomed properly to cement the bonds
of connection.
e As asign of respect, the First Principal should invite any visiting First Principals to join him in the East. They will
be seated at the far right of the Excellent Second Principal.

LODGES OF MMM AND MEM - It is preferable that all regular business be conducted in a Chapter, however when
circumstances dictate, it may be conducted in a Lodge except the installation or investiture of Chapter Officers.
e Titles and forms of address in a Lodge of MMM and MEM are “Worsphipful Master” and “Brother” (although
actual Present or Past Grand Lodge rank is not used).

DRESS FOR CHAPTER — Dress for Chapter/Lodge business is usually tuxedo or business suit unless stipulated by the First
Principal.

e RAM Companion sashes are only worn in Chapter, Lodges of MMM and MEM require the RAM apron only.

e All RAM Companions are entitled to wear their Companion jewel in a Lodge of MMM or MEM.

TRIANGLE OF LIGHTS AND PEDASTAL — Companions should only enter the Triangle and approach the pedestal, by the
steps provided in the ritual. Itis bad form to enter the Triangle for anything other than:

e Examining the Word

e Covering and uncovering the pedestal

e Scrambling the letters of the Word during the Closing Ceremony

e Delivering and receiving the Mystical Lecture of the HRA Degree

o The large triangle faces the East, lesser faces the West




OPENING AND CLOSING - The opening and closing of Chapters and Lodges of MMM and MEM are required to be
conducted in Full Form.

The Ceremony of Calling Off and Calling On a Lodge are detailed in the Ritual. These must be conducted when
any person who is not a RAM Companion is to be admitted into a Chapter. This person must be excused before
Chapter labour and it is essential that the pedestal is veiled, and Lights extinguished following the appropriate
ritual.

There is no need to change the position of furnishings to accommodate this move from a RAM Chapter.

ORDER OF BUSINESS — A Chapter or Lodge cannot open and conduct business without the appropriate quorum as
stipulated in the Constitution, ex. no less than five members of that degree, one of them being a Principal Officer.

The Order of Business should be:

Opening of Chapter

Reception and/or recognition of dignitaries
Memorial Silence (if necessary)
Reading of Minutes

Reception of Petitions

Balloting on Candidates
Correspondence

Accounts

Reports (if any)

Deferred Business

New Business

Officer Elections (if necessary)
Installation of Officers (if necessary)
Closing of Chapter
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Roberts Rules of Order are followed for debate and voting.

DEBATE — The presiding officer should remain impartial on all issues under debate. He should not vote on motions put
to the Chapter, unless to break a tie.

BALLOTING - Some Chapters use a ballot box, others do not.

Collective balloting is permissible if the Chapter gives unanimous consent.

Affiliates should be balloted prior to and separate from candidates for degrees.

Should a collective ballot appear negative, the First Principal will order the ballot destroyed and another ballot
taken. If it is still unfavourable, he directs the Scribe Ezra to read Section 183 and 184 of the Constitution which
refers to the appropriate procedure to follow.

THE REGISTER - Companions, Brethren and candidates should sign the register as members (and visitors) using their
appropriate rank or position, ex. Candidate, MMM, Scribe Ezra, REC etc.

SIGNS — These should be given as detailed in the Ritual depending on what is open, a Chapter or Lodge of MMM or
MEM. When directed, the Sign of Fidelity is used (see Ritual). No sign should be held while speaking.

COSTUMES - Aprons, Sashes and Jewels of Office are not worn when costumes are being worn.

VSL VERSES - The VSL is to be opened to specific passages with specific ribbons for the various degrees of Royal Arch
Masonry as follows:

Mark Master: Ezekiel 44: 3-5
Most Excellent Master: 2nd Chronicles 7: 1-4




e Royal Arch Mason: Hosea 2

OFFICER JEWELS AND INSIGNIA — The collar jewels of the officers are as follows:

e  First Principal: Crown within Nimbus
e Second Principal: Eye within Nimbus

e Third Principal: Bible within Nimbus

e Scribe Ezra: Crossed Quills

e Scribe Nehemiah: Crossed Quills

e Treasurer: Crossed Keys

e Principal Sojourner: Compass & Square within Nimbus
e Senior Sojourner: Square within Nimbus
e Junior Sojourner: Square Within Nimbus
o Director of Ceremonies: Crossed Batons

e Outer Guard: Sword within Nimbus
e Overseers: Crossed Batons

MASONIC CALENDARS - The different Rites of Masonry use different dates for calculating their years of formation:

e Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons use A.L.- Anno Lucius - “In the year of Light” - the date of the creation of
the world: add 4000 to the common time. The year 2021 becomes 6021.

e Chapters of Royal Arch Masons use A.l.- Anno Inventionis - “In the year of Discovery” - the date of the
completion of the Second Temple by Zerubbabel: add 530 to the common time. The year 2021 becomes 2551.

e The Order of the High Priesthood use A.B.- Anno Benedictionis - “In the year of Blessing” - the date from the
blessing of Abraham by Melchizedek the High Priest and King of Salem: add 1913 to the common time. The year
2021 becomes 3934.

e Councils of Royal and Select Masters use A.D.- Anno Depositionis - “In the year of the Deposit” - the date of
the completion of the Temple by King Solomon: add 1000 to the common time. The year 2021 becomes 3021.

e Preceptories of Knights Templar use A.O.- Anno Ordinis - “In the year of Order” - the date of the creation of
their Order: deduct 1,118 from the common time. The year 2021 becomes 903.

o Scottish Rite Masons use A.M.- Anno Mundi - “In the year of the World” - the same date as Craft Lodges,
except the use of the Jewish Chronology: add 3760 to the common time. The year 2021 becomes 5781.

Compiled by the Committee on Protocol and Procedure. Approved for use by Order the Executive Committee on
December 5, 2020.







